ST SYLVESTER, P. C,                    [DEa 31

the example, instructions, and care of a virtuous mother, who for his
education in the sound maxims and practice of religion, and in sacred
literature, put him young into the hands of Charitius, or Carinus, a priest
of an unexceptionable character and great abilities.    Being formed under
an excellent master, he entered among the clergy of Rome and was ordained
priest by Pope Marcellinus, before the peace of the church was disturbed
by Diocletian and his associate in the empire.    His behaviour in those
turbulent and dangerous times recommended him to the public esteem,
and he saw the triumph of the cross by the victory which Constantine
gained over Maxentius within sight of the city of Rome, on the 2 8th of
October 312.   Pope Melchiades dying in January 314, St Sylvester was
exalted to the pontificate, and the same year commissioned four legates,
two priests, and two deacons to represent him at the great council of the
Western church, held at Aries in August, in which the schism of the
Donatists, which had then subsisted seven years, and the heresy of the
Quartodecimans were condemned, and many important points of discipline
regulated in twenty-two canons.   These decisions were sent by the council
before it broke up, with an honourable letter, to Pope Sylvester, and were
confirmed by him and published to the whole church.   The general council
of Nice was assembled against Arianism in 325.    Socrates, Sozomen, and
Theodoret say that Pope Sylvester was not able to come to it in person
on account of his great age, but that he sent his legates.   Gelasius of Cyzicus
mentions that in it " Osius held the place of the Bishop of Rome, together
with the Roman priests Vito and Vincentius."   These three are named the
first in subscriptions of the bishops in the editions of the acts of that council
and in Socrates, who expressly places them before Alexander, patriarch of
Alexandria, and Eustathius, patriarch of Antioch.    St Sylvester greatly
advanced religion by a punctual discharge of all the duties of his exalted
station during the space of twenty-one years and eleven months; and died
on the 3ist of December 335.   He was buried in the cemetery of Priscilla.
Pope Sergius II translated his body and deposited it under the altar in a
church dedicated to God in his memory.    Mention is made of an altar
consecrated to God in his honour at Verona, about the year 500; and his
name occurs in the ancient Martyrology called St Jerom's, published by
Florentinius, and in those of Bede, Ado, Usuard, &c.    Pope Gregory IX,
in 1227, made his festival general in the Latin church; the Greeks keep
it on the loth January.

After a prodigious effusion of Christian blood almost all the world over,
during the space of three hundred years, the persecuting kingdoms at
length, laid down their arms and submitted to the faith and worship of
God cmcified for us. This ought to be to us a subject of thanksgiving.
But do our lives express this faith? Does it triumph in our hearts? It is
one of its first precepts that in all our actions we make God our begin-